
Third Sunday of Lent Homily 2018   

God never gives up on us!   

 

God’s work of creation is never finished.  We read in Genesis that God looked on 

creation “as very good.”  Yet through humans turning away from God, this 

goodness is threatened.  The commandments and Jesus’ witness are God’s direct 

actions to turn people back toward him and the path of life.  God brought the 

people “out of the land of Egypt” and continues to try to bring people out of sin 

and death and return them toward life in him.   

 

God never gives up on us!  God’s truest intention for creation is always aimed 

toward love and life.   

 

When people made themselves the center rather than God, they turned away from 

that love and death and sin came into the world.    

 

God works throughout history to bring us back to the initial vision for creation.  

The commandments seek to make God the center once again and point out ways of 

living that out.    

 

Likewise, God chose prophets to repeat the words of Moses: “Choose Life!”  This 

means to follow the commands of God and make God the center of our lives.  

Jesus is reminding people of this message:  repent and turn back to God.    

 

God never gives up on us! Isn’t it awesome!  The season of Lent is to remind us of 

this wonderful and blessed fact of life!  God doesn’t give up on us!   

 

What Jesus does in today’s Gospel, we must do in our lives:  confront in our lives 

those people and things that diminish us, that disable us, that hurt us, that prevent 

us from living our lives to the happiest and the fullest.  It is not easy, but God 

offers us the grace to turn over the fears, ambitions, selfishness, addictions, 

prejudice that distort the meaning of our lives and debase or reduce in quality or 

value our relationship with God and with one another.  

 

We must drive out of our lives the “money changers” who shortchange us on the 

time and attention we give to family and friends; drive out the useless, the 

meaningless, and the destructive that desecrate the sacred place within us where 

God should dwell; drive out whatever makes our lives less than what God created 

us to be.   


